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ADVERTISEMENT 
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T0 THE RE ADE R. 


H E following Sheets are extract- 
ed from a Work, which was 


publiſhed many Years ago by a Soci- 
ety of ingenious Men; who were not, 


from what can be gathered, in the leaſt 
Degree connected with the People they 
give an Account of. The Relation is 
ſenſible, comprehenſive, and juſt; and 
the more deſerving the Reader's No- 
tice, as it came from Writers, whoſe 
Minds, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
were not tainted with Superſtition, or 


byaſſed by religious Prejudices; but 


lolely actuated, in their Enquiry, by 
that Love of Truth; vrhichdiſtinguiſhes 
T1 the 


* 
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the real 1 Chriſtian from the ebend. 


Profeſſor. 114 


So Mx, into wh6ſe Hands this may 
fall, who have ſeen this Relation in the 
Work from which it is extracted, may 
probably enquire the Reaſons and Mo- 
tives, that induced the Writer of this 
Introduction, to republiſh it, and lay 
it in this Manner before the Public. 
To fuch he anfwers: In its firſt State, 
it feemed very unlikely, nay impoſſi- 
ble, that it would be ever ſeen by thoſe 
who ftand moſt in need of being made 
better acquainted with their reFigious 
Principles----the middle Rank of Peo- 
ple, and the Poor.---- From theſe, in 
too general a Way, they have been in- 
duſtrioufly concealed - to thoſe as art- 
fully miſrepreſented. It, therefore, 
appeared to him his Duty ---- a Duty 


which he owed to God and his Neigh- 
bour 


" =” TH” ART "7 


T1 
hour (and in that Relation he conſid- 
ers all Mankind ) to preſent it in this 


Manner to the Reader; chat if he ] has, 


through any Means, contracted a dif- 
like to them, or their Sentiments, it 
may hereby be happily removed; and 


he induced for the future to view them | 


in a more favourable Light. For he 
may reſt aſſured, if he will bur open 
his Mind to Conviction, and humbly 
apply for Illumination, to the Fountain 
of Light and Wildom, he will find they 
are more agreeable to the Scriptures 
of Truth, and the Will of God re- 
vealed-in his Conſcience, than he had 
conceived; of was e aware of. 


His Motives are pure and diſinter- 
eſted a ſincere and unaffected Good- 


will to Man- and the Diffuſion of that 


bleſſed Principle of Light and Grace, 


Which this People makes ſo high and 


holy 


wW 3 
holy a Profeſſion of. Having, as an 


Individual, experienced in ſome De- 
gree its divine Operation on the Soul, 
and the bleſſed Change it has wroughr 
in him; fo that Things appear in a ve- 
ry different Light to him, than they 
did when he reſiſted its friendly Ad- 
monitions, and leaned to his own Un- 
derftanding; he earneſtly withes that 
Others, who perhaps only know it as a 
Neprover for Sin, may be prevailed on 
to ſeek a nearer Acquaintance with it, 
and patiently abide under its cleanſing, 
"refining Power. But where is this 
Principle to be found? Where is it 
to be ſought for? Not outwardly, not 
in any outward Form, however good 
it may be in itſelf; no, nor even in the 
Scriptures themſelves; for they are only 
they which teſtify of it. Where then? 
In thy own Heart. There it thou art 
diligent- if thou renounceſt thy own 
Will, 


E 
Will, and its depraved work ings, thou 
wilt, to thy unſpeakable Joy, find tbis 
heavenly Pearl, this Seed of divine 
Grace, which if chou ſuffereſt to take 
Root, will ſpring up, and produce in 
thee thoſe Fruits of Holineſs, the End 
and Reward of which is Life everlaſt- 
ing. Though in its infant State it may 
appear to thee as ſmall as a Grain of 
| | Muſtard Seed, the leaſt of all Seeds, to 
» | which our bleſſed Lord and Lawgiver 
has compared it; yet be not diſcourag- 8 
sed, but wait with Patience till the di- 
it vine Planter ſhall water it with the re- 
ot freſhing Dew of his Love. But then, 
Oh, then beware of choaking it with | 
the Cares of this World, the Deceitful- 
neſs of Riches, or any Thing to which 
thou art fondly attached by Nature. 
All theſe, every Thing that unfits thee 
il. for the Service of Chriſt, ( which as 
thou 


L vi 1 
thou continueſt obedient, willlbe ma- 
niteſted to thee ). thou, muſt part with, 
if chou wilt, be the humble and faithful 
Followerof an holy, Jeſus. On no other 
Terms canſk thou be his Dilciple---On. 
ng quhex, Terms canſt, thoy reaſonably 
expect, Salvatipn from Sin here, and 
Wrath in the World ta come. Re there- 
fore perſuaded, whilſt the merciful Vi- 
ſitation of the Lord is extended to thee, 
whilſt he | is knocking by. his Spirit. at 
the Door of thy Heart forEntrance, to 
cloſe with i it, and ſuffer him to come in 
and fop with thee and thee with him. 
And that this may be thy happy, Ex- 

perience, is the feryent, Deſire, of one 
who rravails. in Spirit for, che,Selv3y0n. 
ofjall. Ma a ephiad-r 
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OF THE PEOPLE CALLED 


* ] A RELIGIOUS Soci- 
ety, that began to 


be Aiſtinguiſhed by this Name in Eug- 
land, where it firſt took its Riſe, about 
the Middle of the latt Century. 

Ix treating of this People, we ſhall 
deviate from the Generality of thoſe 
who have mentioned them in their 
Writings; by exhibiting the Account | 
they give of themſelves, without nizks f 
F ing ourſelves anſwerabte for their Prin- | 
| ciples or Practices. 
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WII. 1AM-S E W 1. a Dutchman, 
publiſhed in the Year 1717 che H 
tory of this People. He was one of 
their own Perſu aſion; a Man of Learn- 


ing; and known to the Public by his 
Dictionary of the Dutch and Engi 
«© Languages.” He had Acceſs to all 
their Records; correſponded with the 
moſt eminent; lived at the Time when 
che Facts he recorded were recent; and 
we have not heard that any Part of his 
Hiſtory has been controverted: And 
as we are informed that it has been, 
publiſhed with the Approbation of the 
Duakers, we may therefore conſider it 
as an authentic Hiſtory of their Riſe, 
Progreſs, and Principal, Opinions, 

 Gzonos Fox, for whoſe Birch and 
Parentage ſee Page 6. of Sewer's Hiſ- 
tory, Sc. was the. firſt: of theſe Peo- 
ple, He was, of a grave, ſedate Turn. 


— 


to 1 
from his Infancy; always averſe tö the 
Follies of Youth, and deſirous of no- 
thing ſo much äs to be preſerved in 
Innocence and Simplicity.— He was 
early remarked as an Example in theſe 
Reſpects; and of inflexible Integrity. 
When a Youth, he was deſirous, above 
all things, to pleaſe God; and cauti- 
oully avoided every thing, that either 
Scripture, or the Dictates of his own 
Conſcience; taught him to believe was 
 effenſive.--- As he grew up his Diſpo- 
ſition increafed: It coſt him much 
Anxiety, much Diſtreſs: But ar 
length he was ſatisfied; in Reſpe& to 
many Doubts he had admitted; and 
gained much Experience by the things 
he had ſuffered. - . This enabled hit 
to inſtru? Others: And about the 
Year 1647, we find him travelling 
through ſeveral Counties in England, 


ſeeking 
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ſeeking out ſuch as had any religious 
; Tendernels, and exciting the Inquiries 
of ſeveral concerning him. « - - Many 
embraced his Opinions : And indeed 
he ſeems to haye rouzed the Public 
Mind as much as ever any Individual 
did in thoſe Counties for the Time, 
and under ſuch Circumſtances. A 
Man of &w birth, without Literature, 
merely by the Sanity of his Lire, and 
the Simplicity of his Docra ix xs, to have 
collected from all Profeſſions, and moſt 
Ranks, Men of Character, Fortune, 
and Underſtanding, and imbodied 
them as a RETIiclous SOCIETY); to have 
inſtituted one of the beſt concerted 
Plans of Civil Diſcipline; is a Circum- 
ſtance molt true, and not unworthy the 
Diſquiſitions of the ableſt PHIL oso- 
PIIERS. | 


The Name of Quaker was affixed to 
this 


11 } 

this People early, by way of Reproachs 
a their Aſſemblies it ſometimes 
happened that ſome were fo ſtruck with 
the Remembrance of their paſt Follies, 
and Forgetfulneſs of their Conditien; 
others fo deeply affected with a Senſe 
of God's Mercies to them; that they 
actually trembled and quaked. - - The 
Nickname fo ſuited the vulgar Taſte, 
that it ſoon became general. Friends, 


or the Friends of TRUTH, was the 
Name they were commonly known by 
to one another: But the Epithet above- 
mentioned was ſtamped upon them by 
their Adve ſaries, and perhaps indeli- 
bly. 

The following Abſtract from the 


Prepoſitions of our Countryman the e- 
minent BARI AV, will perhaps exhibit 
as clear a Summary of their Opinions, 

as can well be compriſed within the 


] imits 
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Limits allowed to this Article: 

- x. The Height of all Happineſs is 
placed in the true Knowledge of 
Gop. | 

2. The true Knowledge of Gop is 

alone to be obtained by the Re- 
velation of the Spirit of God. 

3. The Revelation of the Spirit of 

Sod to the Saints has produced 
the Scriptures of Truth. 

4. From whence it appears that 
Mankind in general is falley and 
degenerated. | 

That God, out 'of his infinite 

Love, has offered univerſal Re- 
I demption by Chriſt; who taſted 
Death for every Man. 
= That there is an evangelical and 


_ faving Light and Grace in Axl. 
7. That in as many as refit not this 


Light, 2 receive the ſame, in 
chem 


L. 


b 14 
them are produced Bolinefs: 
Righteouſneſs, Purity, and the 
Fruits which are acceptable to 
God : 

8. Even ſo, as to arrive at a State 
of Freedem from actual Sinning 
and tranſgreſſing the Law of 
God : T N 

9. Yet with a Peſſibility of Sinning. 

10. That as all true Knowledge in 
Things Spiritual is received by 
the Spirit of God; ſo by it every 
true Miniſter of the Goſpel is cr- 
dained and prepared for the Mini- 
ſtry: And as they have freely 
received, ſo are they freely to give. 

11. That the true Worſup of God 
is in Spirit, and in Traths, not 
limited to Place or Ti ime, nor ſub- 
ject to the Intervention of any Per- 
ſong, but i is to be performed under 
the Moving of the Holy Spirit 


in 


in our Hearts, yet without dero- 
gating from the Neceſſity and 
Utility of Public United Worſhip; 
in which their Sufferings and 
Conſtancy have been remarkable. 

12. That Bapiiſmis a pure and ſpi- 

ritual thing; the Baptiſm ot the 
Spirit, and of Fire. 

13. That the Communion» of the 

Body and Blood of Chriſt is in- 

 werd and. ſpiritual. 

14. That it is not lawful for any 
Human Authority to force the 
Couſciences of others on Accountof 
Difference i in Worſeip or Opinion; 
except ſuch Opinions tend to the 
© Prejudice of one's Neighbour .in 


his Life or Eſtate, or are incon- 
ſiſtent with Human Society. 


4 5. That as the End of Religion 
is: to redeem Man from the Spirit 
of this World, and to lead into in- 
ward Communion with Gop ; there- 
e 


121 
fore all in dee and Habits 


are to be rejected, which tend to 
divert the Mind from a Senſe of 
the Fear of God, and that evan= 
gelical Spirit wherewith Chriſtians 
ought to be leavened. 

Such are the Sentiments of this Peo- 
ple, as propoſed to the Public by their 
Apologiſt; who has largely commented 
on theſe Topics, i in a Work that has 
paſſed through no leſs than Eight Edi- 
tions in Engliſb, and has been printed 
in moſt ot the Modern Languages. 
Their Particularities of Addreſs, 
Language, and Behaviour; their de- 

clining the uſe of Arms; their retuſing 
to pay Tithes, or contribute to the 
Support of Minjiters | (: as ſuch )i in any 
Shape, | likewiſe their refuſing 1 to wear 
or take an Oath on any Occation what- 
cver; haye ſu bjeCted chem to much Ob- 
joquy, and many grievous? Sufferings. 
On What Principles, and by 1 what Argu- 


- nents, they vindicate themiclves from 


— 
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ge befiioas bee 1 art them by 


eir Adverfaries, may be ſeen in this 
elaborate Performance.. Government 
Ras, Rowever, in many Inſtances, ex- 
tended to this People great Indulgenc- 
es; convinced, no doubt, by their pa- 
tient Suffering, that their Profeſſions of 
conſcientious Scruples were ſincere; and 
that nothing dangerous to Society 
could be apprehended from a People, 
who diſclaimend the Uſe of Arms both 
offenſive and defenſive. REED 7 

The Oeconomy of this Society like- 


wile deſerves our Notice. It appears 


by their Hiſtory, that ſoon after o 
Preaching of Geonce Fox had draw 

together i in many Parts of England con- 
ſiderable Bodies of People profeſſing 


the fame Opinions, he found it expe- 
dient, for their Better Government, to 


eſtabliſh Regular Mectings for Diſei- 


N Pe. The following is, as nearly as 
We can collect, the Plan that is cſi. 


2 


Wet * them: | 


Where WP my they. 
meet together once a Month, to conhid- 
erof the Neceſſities of their Poor, and to 
provide for their Relief, to hear and 
determine Complaints ariſing trom a- 
mong themſelves; to enquire into the 
Converlation of their reſpective Mem- 


bers in regard to Morality, and Con- 
formity to their religious Sentiments; to | 
allow the. Paſſing of Marriages; and to 
injoin a ſtrict Regard to the Peace and 
Goed Order of the Society, the proper 
Education of their Toung People, and a 
general Attention ta the Principles and 
Practices of their Profeſſion. - -In e- 
very County where there are Monthly 
Meetings, a Meeting of. the like Kind, 
Y and for ſimilar Purpoſes, is held every | 
QUARTER. This Meeting conififts of | 
"Deputies. | ſent, from the era | Monthly | 
5 Meetipgs; who. are charged x with An- 
ſwers, in Writing, to | Queries Propoſed 

1 to. them reſpedtipg't the. Good Order of 
< | the Society. ==; ee 
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plats ar are received, in caſe of 4 any Dis 
putes; and Differences ſettled, if poſ- 
fible. Advices are given, as Occaſions 


offer; and Af tance afforded to any of ' 
the Monthly Mectings, in Caſe of a 
larger Proportion of the Poor, or any 
| ſimilar Expences. _ As there are Qua- 
| ters in moſt Parts of England, there are 
few Counties which -have not theſe 
Quarterly Meetings: And from theſe 
are deputed four, ſix, or eight of their 
Members once a Year, to attend their 
AnnuAL Aſſembly at LONDON. 
The Annuar Aſſembly is commonly 
held in Whitſun - Week; not from any 
ſuperſtitious Reference, as they ſay, to 
the Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt at the 
Time of Pentecoſt; · but merely as it 


is a Seaſon moſt convenient to the Body. 
> At this Anniverſary Meeting, con- 


| Liſting « of Members de vtedfrom e every 


—— _ - 
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ee Meeting. and a Number of 
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the moſt jodicious 'of their Perſuaſion 


7 in Lindon, (Kelecteck fo or che Purpoſe of 


Sing on al | Mic £8 PE For the 
Good-of the'Sociery-)/ Accounts are re- 
celved ot the Srarꝝ of the Society in 
every Part of the World where it exiits. 
- - Lhe Deputies bring with them Ac- 
counts, ſigned by the reſpective Quar- 
tler Meetings, intorming the T EARLY. 
Meeting if any Diſunion appears; if 
thete is any Neglect in the religious 
Education of their Youth; if the Po 
are well provided for; if they keep to 
their Teſtimony againſt paying Tubes, 
and bearing Arms; it they pay the King 
his Duties, Cuſtoms, and Exciſe, and 
forbear to deal in Goods ſuſpected to 
- be run. - - Appeals are there received, 
and finally determined;  Propofitions re- 
ceived andconſidered ; and Rules tormed 
onparticular Emergencies. And, laſtly, | 
ſuch Advices are ſent to the ſubordjnate 
Meetings, as the particular or general 
State of the Society requires. 8 
Perhaps this is the only Society in the i 
ann that have allowed any Share in 


the 
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the: Management ot their Affairs to the 
Female Sex; which they do upon the 


| Fr inoiple that Male aud Female are all 


ontiin CHRIST.“ - Accordingly 
we finil them in every Department ot 


their Inſtitutian. They have Women 


Preachers; for whom the celebrated 
Locke has made an excellent Apology. 


| Theſe have alſotheir; Meetings for Diſ 


ipline; in which the like Care is taken 


in regard to the Female Youth, and the 


Order of their Sex, as ls done by 
the Men in refpect to their own. - And 
when we reflect what a Number of In- 


dividuals of both Sexes.are kept in good 


Order bythe Police ofthis Society, how 


few of them are brought into Courts of 
aſtice as Delinquents, how- peaceable 


their Bebavicur, and how exemplary 
their Conduct; we cannotburthin their 


Principles deferve a more accurate Ex- 
88 than has hitherto been at- 


A. tempted; owin ag: perhaps, to the vulfar 


(Prejudice circulated againſt chem. bas 
l Ne 
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We (Halt cloſe this Article withoöb err s 


ing, that, according to the beſt of ou 
Information, neither their Ainifters,not 
thoſe who have che principal Care of the 
Society, enjoy any pecuniary Emolu- 
ments or Advantages. A few Cleris only 
receive Salaries for keeping their Re- 
cords: So that, perhaps, there is not a 
Religious Society new exiſting, where 
Principle has greater Influence in pro- 

mot ing the Ends of theit Inſtitution- 

It is remarkable, that all the Settle- 


ments of the Europeans in America, eu- 


cept the Quaker Settlement in Pennfil- 
| Vania, ©* were made by Forceof Arms,” . 
with very little Regard to any prior 
Title in the Natives. The Kings of 
8 pain, Portugal, France, and Britain, tO- 
gether with the States of Holland ( then 
the only Maritime Powers) gave Grants 
of ſuch Partsof America as their people 
could lay hold on; ſtudying only to a- 
void interfering with their European 
Neighbours 
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. _ eie our. But Mr. Penn, being a 
abe, did not think bis Powers from 
King Cyariys It a ſufficient Title to 
She Country ſince called Pennhlvania. 
He therefore aſſembled the Sachems, 
or Princes, then in that Country, and 
Purchaſed from them the Extent of 
__ that he wanted. 
The Government of this Conntry i 15 
: maſty 3 in the Hands of Quakeys; who 
never have any Quatrels with the Na- 
tives. When they deſire to extend their 
Setilements, they purobaſe new Lands 
of the Sachems; never tak ing any ching 
from them by Force, How unlike is 
this Condyct to that of the Spariards | ! 
Who murdered Millions of the Natives of 
Mexico, Terra Firma, Pera, Chili, Kc. 
e Barbaritjes vled to the poor Indi. TY 
Py iq conquering. their Country, and 
hen them to diſcover their Gold, are 
2 ee to HUMAN NATURE] 


